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for local purposes, so long as they did not interfere with
the general customs duties in force throughout the
Dominion. Instead,' the raising of money by any mode or
system of taxation' is given to the Dominion; but the
Provinces have control over (direct taxation within the
Provinces in order to the raising of a revenue for provincial
purposes'; and over ' shop, saloon, tavern, auctioneer, and
other licences, in order to the raising of a revenue for
provincial, local, or municipal purposes *. Consequently, the
Courts have found themselves confronted with cases often
of extreme complexity and subtlety, regarding the question
whether some tax is really direct or indirect.
The most conspicuous example of the confusion caused
by the extreme minuteness of the language employed has
perhaps been afforded by the body of cases regarding the
temperance laws in Canada. It is clear that the Dominion
Parliament has authority to pass a general Temperance Act
under its powers ' to make laws for the peace, order, and
good government of the Dominion *, notwithstanding that
such laws may seem to conflict with the c property and
civil rights in the provinces', reserved to the Provincial
Legislatures. But a Provincial Legislature can equally make
regulations of a merely local character, such as are calculated
to preserve in the municipality peace and public decency,
and repress drunkenness and disorderly and riotous conduct.
Such laws relate to municipal institutions in the Province
and do not interfere with the generalf regulation of trade
and commerce', which belongs to the Dominion Legislature.
The extreme difficulty in the way of knowing the law
is illustrated by comparing the cases of Russell v* the
Qween * and The Governor-General of the Dominion v. The
Four Provinces? The former held that the enactment of
a general temperance law by a Dominion Parliament was
within its powers; but the latter shows that such a law
* Cartwright.    Coses under the British North America, Act, vol. ii, pp. 12-26.
2 IW0, ToL lv, cited in note on p. 842.